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seen mainly in persons handling animals, e.g. abattoir workers,
veterinary officers. E. rhusiopatUce is usually a slender, Gram-
positive, non-sporing, non-motile rod but filaments may be seen.
Growth is poor on ordinary media and, for primary isolation, the
addition of serum or blood is required. E. rhusiopathice is
aerobic or microaerophilic with little biochemical activity; acid
formation is usual in glucose, lactose and galactose but not in
maltose, sucrose or mannite. A generalized infection can be pro-
duced in mice. The organisms can be isolated from swabs
obtained from the local lesions or from biopsy material. E.
rhusiopaihice is resistant to the sulphonamides but sensitive to
most antibiotics.
STREPTOBACILLUS MONILIFORMIS
*
Streptobacillw moniliformis (Act. mnris) is a Gram-negative,
aerobic organism which exhibits marked pleomorphism, "L"
forms are common. Enriched media are necessary for growth
and little biochemical activity is exhibited. The organism is
normally present in the upper respiratory tract of rats and is
responsible for one type of rat-bite fever (c/. p. 333). It is also
responsible for a febrile disease characterized by a rash and
polyarthritis, known as Haverhill fever or Erythema arthriticum
epidemicum. The organism is usually isolated' from the blood-
stream. Treatment with sulphonamides has proved of little
value but penicillin has given good results.